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CHIEF KING: Today is December 10, 


2001. It's 1645 hours. This is Battalion 
Chief Steven King from Safety Battalion 


FDNY. I'm conducting an interview with 


Firefighter First Grade Michael Brodbeck 


from Engine Company 210. He was working a 
mutual in Ladder 1106 on September 11th as 


the can man. This interview is regarding 


the events of September llth, 2001. 
QO. Okay, Mike. 


A. Right after the first plane hit the 


north tower, we were dispatched and we were first 


ticket. We jumped on the rig and started going 


over the Brooklyn Bridge. At this time we were 


still unaware it was actually a large plane until 
we got around three-quarters of the way over the 
Brooklyn Bridge and they confirmed it was a 
commercial airliner. The 2nd Battalion aide, I 
believe, was screaming on the radio about the 
jumpers up and down. 

I think we arrived down Cortlandt 
Street, which was facing Two World Trade, and 


pretty much the way you see that second plane hit 


on the videotape was the way we were facing that 
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tower. 


As the second plane hit, the chauffeur, 


which was Artie Riccio, did a U turn around 


Century 21, which I believe is near One Liberty 


Plaza over there. We came around, and I think we 


came down Vesey Street, where our rig was. 
We grabbed our gear, carried extra 


cylinders. I had the can and had my hook. We 


walked around, I think down Vesey to West Street. 


We made a left and we came to the north tower. 


We proceeded to wait until jumpers were down. We 
went into the lobby. We arrived in the lobby, 
awaiting instruction. 


We awaited instruction from the chiefs. 


We went with I believe it was Chief Picciotto. I 


don't know if that's exactly him, but I think I 


recognized him. He was on the television and 
stuff. 

We went up to the mezzanine, and we 
took an elevator. The chief said that these 
elevators were all right. We took the elevator 


which I believe goes up to eight. We got off at 


eight and proceeded to walk up to 23. We stopped 


on 23, and then we went up to 25. Then we made 
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our way back down. 
So we were either on 23 or 21. I don't 


know. I don't remember that. I think it was 23. 


The lieutenant gave us instructions to make a 
thorough search, pop all the doors, make sure 
everybody is out of the building. 

Me and the irons man went. I left my 
can and I took the Halligan. He had the router 
tool. We probably popped at least 10 or 15 doors 
making a search. 

QO. On what floor? 
A. On 23 or 21. I'm still confused about 
that. I believe it was 23. 
At this point after we made a thorough 


search, we located together via the stairwell. 


At that point, unbeknownst to us, the south tower 


fell. We didn't know that the south tower fell. 
I didn't have a radio because I had the can. But 


I heard there was a collapse in the north tower 


between the 68th and 70th floor. 
When we heard the evacuation, we 


started our way down. At this point we were 


still unaware that the other tower went down. We 


were in the stairwell. We all regrouped at the 
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stairwell before the tower went down. When it 
went down, like everybody else says, it was like 


an earthquake. The building went six feet to the 


right, six feet to the left. 


We started to make our way down, a very 
slow process. Once the maydays kept coming over, 


guys were just stopping in the stairwell. At 


approximately the 18th floor, the other members 
of Ladder 110 started carrying a woman down in a 
chair. I was walking down with another woman I 
believe from 18 to like 12, and she went with two 
other members. I forget which engine company. 


They walked her down. 


I picked up another civilian at 10. I 
walked her down. She was with two civilians. I 
walked her down. She was hyperventilating. She 


thought she was having a heart attack. So I put 


my mask on her, because the dust from the other 


tower was starting to come up into the other 


building. This was probably around like the 


sixth floor where the dust started getting bad. 
I gave her my mask from like ten down because she 


was just trying to catch her breath. 


We went down -- this was the B 
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stairwell. We got down to the lobby. I was a 
little bit ahead of 110 while they were carrying 
the other woman down. When I got down to the 
lobby, I asked the woman if she was okay. The 


two civilians told me that they would take her. 


She went with the two civilians. 


I went and caught up with Ladder 110 


and walked out of the north tower, which I 


believe was at least 25 minutes just to get down 


from up there. We walked out into the street 


under the overpass, the northern walkway on West 
street. 
We got out to one of the rigs and put 


our gear down. Lieutenant Wayne Mera -- at this 


point we still didn't know the other tower went 
down. The north tower is ahead of the south 


tower. So as we walked out, we're still pretty 


much clueless about the other tower going down. 


We made our way under that overpass. 


We stopped there. Lieutenant Mera said he didn't 
like this, where we were standing. We started to 
walk north on West Street. We probably got maybe 
50 yards, they were like two red lights, and we 


stopped again. We put all our equipment down. 
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One guy took his mask off. 


At that point the north tower 


collapsed. From the time we walked out of the 
tower to this point had to be less than five 
minutes, maybe like three minutes by the time -- 
it happened very quickly. 

At that point we all pretty much 


scattered and ran. I ran north on West Street. 


I put my mask on. The vibra-alert was going off. 
I had no air left because I gave it to that woman 
on the walk down. 

The dust ball came down and hit us. I 


ran in complete darkness and wound up running 


face first into the building before the Verizon 
building on Vesey. I was actually trying to 
break through the glass. 

At the time I dislocated my shoulder. 
I was running. I dislocated my shoulder. I was 
trying to break through the glass with my left 


arm. Then the door flew open. I happened to be 


banging on the door. The door swung open and 


knocked me on my butt. 


Two firemen from 305 Engine dragged me 


in there, which I believe is Six World Trade in 
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the customs building right there. It was either 
that or the telephone building. I'm not too 
sure. Two firemen dragged me in there. 


At that point I was trying to get in 


touch with my battalion to find out if those guys 


lived or whatever. We all met up at what I 


believe was West Street and Murray, that bridge 


that goes over, that other one. Near like 
Stuyvesant High School, we met up there. 
That was it pretty much, from collapse 
purposes. I don't know if you want me to go on. 
Q. Did you see anybody there, any specific 
individuals at any point? 


A. That ain't here no more? I walked out 


with someone from 65 Engine that I grew up with. 


IT haven't seen him in two years. We happened to 


hit the lobby doors going out. 


On the way up we were with 21 Engine. 
A guy from 21, I played football with, he was 
with me going up. When we were coming out, they 
were ahead of us. I remember seeing Billy Burke, 
the captain who got killed. I think he went 


left, because they all went right with us. I 


assume he might have gone over to where the 
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command post was or whatever. 


That's like the overview. When we 


first got to the front of the north tower, I was 


watching people jump. We were actually waiting 


to see if anybody was coming out of the building 


on the West Street side to make sure we weren't 
hit. 


Q. When you were on the 23rd floor doing a 


search, what were the conditions? 


A. Fine. Nothing up there. 

Q. No smoke? No sign of water flowing 
anywhere? 

A. No, not at all. 

QO. The stairwell dry? 

A. The stairwell was dry. No water. 

Q. Do you remember what stairwell you were 
in? 

A. I believe B. 

Q. B? 

A. We came down B. From what I 


understand, it was the only one that was not 
obstructed. It was a good thing we were going 


down B. When we were going up, there didn't seem 


to be that many firemen. I believe we wer 
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probably one of the first 15 units on the scene. 


We got there pretty quick. 


I happened to see that thing on CNN 


from 7 Engine. They were on 21. I didn't see 


them. I'm pretty sure it was 23 that we were on. 
There's a lot of doors. We popped a ton of 
doors, looking for people. 

To be honest with you, I remember 
looking out the window and seeing that command 


post on West Street, thinking it wasn't a good 


idea to be there. I've been on six years. When 


I looked down, it didn't seem like a real bright 


place to have one. Little things like that stuck 


out in my mind. When I looked out on that, I 
felt uncomfortable about that. 
We were so in the dark about the other 


tower going down, we walked out of the north 


tower and I looked south and I just saw the 


Marriott Hotel, the corner of it. I remember 


saying to myself the Marriott took a beating from 


all the debris falling. You just saw the corner 


of it from that angle coming back. 
So up until the point where the north 


tower went down, we didn't -- 
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QO. You didn't notice that tower came down 
at all? 

A. We didn't know that at all. 

QO. You didn't feel that or hear that? 

A. Oh, no, we felt it. We were in the 
north tower, and we were in the stairwell. When 


that tower went down, our tower went six feet to 


the right, six feet to the left, and we felt the 


debris falling, but it felt like an earthquake. 


I've never been in a big collapse. I thought -- 
QO. You didn't know the tower came down? 
A. No. What I heard over the radio was 


that it was a collapse from the 68th through 70th 
floors. I thought that's what was -- that much 
of a rumble and everything else, you know. Until 
afterwards, like I said, I dislocated my 
shoulder. 


So after the collapse, after I left 


that building and I got back with 110, a doctor 
from Hazollah came over and put me ina sling. I 


stood on West Street for like an hour and a half 


fighting with the lieutenant not to get on the 


ambulance. 


Then the F-16 flew overhead, [I 
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ME 2 convinced 


me to go. I didn't want to go, but I was useless 
anyway after that. I was taken to St. Vincent's 
Hospital. I was taken to Chelsea Piers first. 


They had triage, and they popped my shoulder back 


in. I was taken to St. Vincent's. 


I didn't get back to Brooklyn until 


6:00 or 7:00. I was taken to Metrotech. I was 
with John Feehan. They brought me back to the 


division, I was with him, and they brought us 


back to Metrotech. From Metrotech I just walked 


over to 110 and went to sleep. 


That's pretty much it. 


QO. Okay, Mike. 


CHIEF KING: The time is 1700 hours, 


and this interview is concluded 


